40                                 LECTURE I.

whatever that caused the world's intellectual life
to flow harmoniously along the course of the ages ?
Was the drama of history all uncoinposed, and
does man, blindly and unconsciously, without any
presiding cause, march onwards to his high destiny
in the present world? I ask, then, on what is
positivism based ? If its great law be an absolute
principle, then it is positivism no longer, bat gives
us a distinct and a metaphysical theory for an
absolute existence, a first cause. If it be not an
absolute, but a mere contingent principle, then on
what is it contingent ? I reply, It must be con-
tingent on some ^4bsolate^ which, however, it is the
very boast of positivism to disown. We find,
therefore, that the positive philosophy, having
erected a system of things, having denied its abso-
luteness, and made it merely contingent, having, in
fact, carefully hung its universe upon nothing,
without at the same time being willing to admit
its necessary self-existence, ends at length in a
tanglement of paradox and absurdity, which one
would suppose might startle the firmest believer
out of his blind and tenacious attachment.

We advance yet a farther step in our process of
refutation. We have seen, 1st, That, even admit-
ting the positive philosophy to establish what it
proposes, yet the result is meagre and unsatisfying
in the extreme to a spirit panting after universal
truth. We have seen, 2c%, That it does not estab-
lish what it proposes, since the law which it falls
back upon as the ultimate truth of humanity, is